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Congratulations to you upon your engagement!  This is a very 

exciting time for couples.  A time of planning and anticipation for 

the first day of a lifetime you are beginning and building together! 

At Corpus Christi, we are here to assist you in fulfilling the 

requirements for the sacrament of marriage but equally as 

important, we hope to provide you with an experience through 

marriage preparation that will better prepare your for the vocation 

of marriage, one which will help deepen your love, respect and 

commitment to one another. 

 
 
 

“For God, who has called the couple to Marriage, continues to 

call them to Marriage. Those who marry in Christ are able, with 

faith in the Word of God, to celebrate fruitfully the mystery of the 

union of Christ and the Church, to live it rightly and to bear 

witness to it publicly before all.  A Marriage that is desired, 

prepared for, celebrated and lived daily in the light of faith, is that 

which is blessed, announced by Angels, and ratified by the 

Father…How wonderful the bond of the two believers: one in 

hope, one in vow, one in discipline, one in the same service! They 

are both children of one Father and servants of the same Master, 

with no separation of spirit and flesh.  Indeed, they are two in one 

flesh; where there is one flesh, there is also one spirit.” 
 

 

~Saint John Paul II 

 
 
 



Wedding Guide 

 

We have prepared this handbook to assist you in understanding expectations in the coming 

months as well as on your wedding day.  These guidelines ensure the sacredness of the 

Sacrament of Marriage and will enhance the significance and sentiment of your wedding day.   
 

Preparations in Advance 
 

†  Preparation begins with an initial meeting with Corpus Christi’s wedding coordinator.  A 

wedding date cannot be reserved until the engaged couple has attended this meeting.  The parish 

should be contacted at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date to make this 

appointment. Please contact and meet with Karen Norcross, parish wedding coordinator, at     

321-939-1491 or knorcross@celebrationcatholic.org. 

 

†  If there has been a previous marriage, be it Catholic, in a church of another faith 

denomination, or civil, an annulment must be granted before a date can be reserved on the church 

calendar.  The person with the prior marriage may contact Karen Norcross at 321-939-1491 or 

knorcross@celebrationcatholic.org. 

 

†  The FOCCUS program is designed to assist couples in learning more about each other and 

their unique relationship together.  It is referred to as an “inventory” of the couple’s 

communication skills and compatibility.  A parish sponsor couple, trained in marriage 

preparation, facilitates this program, guiding the engaged couple to deepen their understanding of 

one another’s values and expectations.  This very valuable program helps couples clarify and 

resolve any misconceptions before marriage.   

 

†  Pre-Cana weekend retreats or day workshops engage couples in communication exercises 

necessary to strengthen their marriage and live the covenant.  The couple must contact the 

Diocesan Family Life Office at 407-246-4865 or online at www.orlandodiocese.org to register 

for one of these programs and must complete the workshop at least two months prior to the 

wedding.  A list of upcoming workshops and dates is provided to the couple at the initial meeting 

with the wedding coordinator.  It is advisable to schedule Pre-Cana early as the workshops are 

typically filled two months out. 

 

†  Completion of all paperwork listed in the Marriage Preparation Checklist in this guide must 

be available to the wedding coordinator two months prior to the wedding date unless otherwise 

indicated. All questions concerning paperwork or documentation must be directed to the 

wedding coordinator.   

 

†  Weddings at Corpus Christi are celebrated on any day of the week with the exception of 

Sunday.  Weddings scheduled on Saturday may be celebrated at 11am or 2pm, or at 11 am or 

1pm during the winter months, January through Easter.  Weddings scheduled on other week days 

may be celebrated at various times depending on the availability of the church.   Weddings are 

not celebrated on Holy Days of Obligation.   

 

†  For weddings in which either the bride or the groom is non-Catholic, it is recommended the  

wedding be celebrated as a Vow Ceremony.  If both are Catholic, the couple may choose 

between celebrating a Mass (Celebration of the Eucharist) and a Vow Ceremony.  
 

 

http://www.orlandodiocese.org/


Wedding Rehearsal 
 

Scheduling 
Rehearsals are held one day prior to the wedding ceremony.  Times are reserved according to the 

availability of the church.  Please be on time to rehearsal as there may be another rehearsal or 

wedding ceremony the same day.  The wedding coordinator will advise you of available times. 

 

Documents necessary 
The marriage license must be presented to the wedding day coordinator at the rehearsal. 

Marriage licenses are obtained at any Florida County Courthouse.  Please visit 

www.stateofflorida.com/getting-married-in-florida.aspx for more details on that process. 

 

Accessories 
If including programs, pews ribbons, photographs, or any other decorations or ceremony 

elements, these items must be brought to the church the night of the rehearsal and given to the 

wedding day coordinator assigned to the ceremony. 

 

Stipends 
The balance of the church expense and the stipends for the priest, musicians, the cantor, altar 

server and the wedding day coordinator are requested two weeks prior to the ceremony. 

 

Etiquette 
Neither alcoholic nor non-alcoholic beverages, nor foods of any kind are allowed in the church 

or on church campus at the rehearsal or on your wedding day.  Please advise your wedding party 

and guests at the rehearsal of this rule.  This policy will be strictly enforced. 

 

Rehearsals are intended only for the wedding party and immediate family.  Please be considerate 

of this rule.  We cannot accommodate all guests of the wedding on the day of the rehearsal as 

there may be other rehearsals or weddings following. 

 

Since your rehearsal is held in a sacred space, please dress appropriately for the rehearsal. 

 

Please share these etiquette guidelines with your bridal party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stateofflorida.com/getting-married-in-florida.aspx


Your Wedding Day 
 

The Wedding Liturgy 
A selection of readings, blessings and prayers for the Liturgy is provided in Together for Life, a 

booklet received at Pre-Cana.  The wedding coordinator assists in the process of creating the 

Liturgy with the couple’s selections from this book. Couples are asked to complete the selections 

form from Together for Life and present it to Karen Norcross at least one month prior to their 

ceremony. 
 

Wedding Music 
Couples contact music director, Brad Fischetti, three months prior to the date. The music director 

assists the couple in making their music selections and schedules the pianist, cantor and any 

other musicians or special requests of the couple.  All wedding music is provided by the talents 

of Corpus Christi musicians and approved by the wedding coordinator and music director. 

Please do not invite other musicians or vocalists without consulting the coordinator. Couples 

may contact the music director at 321-939-1491 or brad@celebrationcatholic.org. 
 

Photography and Videography 
Photographs may be taken for thirty minutes immediately following the ceremony.  

Photographers may discretely photograph during the ceremony.  An additional letter of specific 

guidelines is available with this guide for you to present to your photographer and videographer. 
 

Wedding Day Coordinators 
A wedding day coordinator representing Corpus Christi is essential in directing the rehearsal and 

assisting the priest at the wedding ceremony.  Although welcome at weddings, it is understood 

that the private wedding coordinator’s role in the wedding concerns the secular aspects of the 

day.  If you have a coordinator for the secular elements, please advise this coordinator that 

Corpus Christi has a wedding day coordinator that will handle all matters of the rehearsal and 

wedding ceremony. 
 

Groom, Ushers and Groomsmen 
The groom is asked to arrive forty-five minutes prior to the scheduled time of the ceremony and 

should proceed to the groom’s room and remain there.  The groom and groomsmen are expected 

to arrive dressed in their wedding attire. Ushers and groomsmen should be attentive to guests, 

escorting them to seats.  Mingling in the narthex of the church is discouraged as this may delay 

the start of the ceremony.  Formal seating of guests is suspended fifteen minutes prior to the 

beginning of the ceremony and guests arriving late will be seated by the wedding day 

coordinator via the side aisles once the procession has concluded. 
 

Bride and Bridesmaids 
The bride and bridesmaids are asked to arrive one hour prior to the ceremony.  All ladies are 

expected to arrive dressed in their wedding attire, make-up applied and hair ready. It is 

customary that the bride wait in the bridal suite for the ceremony to begin so that she and the 

groom do not see one another prior to the bride’s procession into the church to begin the 

ceremony.   

 

 

 

 

 



Bride’s and Attendants’ Dresses 
We ask that you use discretion when choosing your wedding gown as well as those dresses of 

your wedding party.  Please consider that your wedding day is a sacred celebration.  Dresses 

should be modest and appropriate for church.  Covering the bride’s shoulders with her veil or a 

wrap for the ceremony is appropriate as well as respectful. 
 

Flowers and Decorations 
Brides often prefer to donate their floral altar arrangements to the church in honor or 

remembrance of a family member.  Corpus Christi gratefully accepts these offerings.   
 

Please advise the wedding coordinator of any flowers that will be delivered to the Church.  

Advise the florist to make their delivery one hour prior to the ceremony start time. Floral 

arrangements may be placed in the sanctuary, on each side of the tabernacle, but never directly 

upon the altar.   
 

Flower girls are not permitted to drop petals or any other materials in or outside of the church. 
 

Bows and silk flowers are acceptable for the pew ends.  Fresh flowers are only permitted to hang 

from the pews if they are hand tied.  Wet floral foam against the pew ends is prohibited. Consult 

the wedding day coordinator about the proper attachment of these decorations.  Nails, tacks, tape, 

etc. are prohibited.  Unless being delivered by the florist, we prefer pew bows be brought to the 

church the evening of the rehearsal allowing time for their placement.  Please assign someone in 

the bridal party with the responsibility of removing pew bows and any flowers that will be taken 

with you at the end of the ceremony. 
 

Seasonal Church Colors 
The church is decorated according to liturgical seasons.  During Thanksgiving there will be fall 

colors and liturgical embellishments.  At Advent, please expect purple, pink and white accents 

and the Advent wreath will be present in the sanctuary.  At Christmas there will be white, cream 

and traditional Christmas colors of red and green.  Garland, Christmas trees, pointsettias, a 

Manger, and other Christmas decorations will be present throughout the church.  At Easter, there 

will be white or cream altar cloths and Easter flowers and decorations.   
 

Aisle Runners 
Aisle runners are prohibited due to the risk of injury. 
 

Receiving Line 
Please reserve the receiving line for the reception.  This will allow a smooth transition after the 

ceremony for photographs.  Bubbles, throwing of rice, petals or confetti are not allowed but may 

also be considered for the reception.   

 

Please note that if there are any changes or alterations to the original wedding plan, the 

wedding coordinator must be notified immediately and all changes must be approved prior to 

the rehearsal.  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Baptized Catholics are encouraged to celebrate the Holy Sacrament of Marriage in a state of 

grace.  It is recommended that before entering into the Sacrament of Marriage, Catholics 

celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation to prepare them for this sacred union.  The priest is 

pleased to make arrangements for the bride and groom to receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation before the wedding. 

 



Donations to the Church for Your Wedding 
The donation for the use of the church is tax-deductible.  It is determined by parishioner status. An 

active parishioner is one who has been registered with the parish for a minimum of six months and 

has been regularly attending Mass and participating as a member by volunteering or financial 

contributions. Active parishioners are vital to the success and sustainability of our parish. Their 

regular contributions fund parish programs for the community as well as administrative costs. Non-

parishioners or non-active parishioners are those who attend Mass at parishes other than Corpus 

Christi or are not attending Mass. 

 

Mass attendance and financial contributions are recorded with use of parish member envelopes.  It is 

important to use the envelopes so attendance is recorded. Going to Mass regularly is an essential part 

of Marriage Preparation. 

 

Donations for weddings assist the parish in administrative costs for marriage preparation, utility 

expenses for hosting the wedding, maintenance fees, etc. 

 

PARISHIONERS: The donation for an active member is $500.  We ask for a deposit of $250 to 

reserve the date on our calendar.  The balance of $250 is due two weeks prior to the rehearsal along 

with the stipends noted below for the people involved in your ceremony.  

 

NON-PARISHIONERS: The donation for a non-parishioner is $2000.  We ask for a deposit of 

$1000 to reserve the date on our calendar.  The balance of $1000 is due is due two weeks prior to the 

rehearsal along with the stipends noted below for the people involved in your ceremony. 

 

DEPOSITS are required within 30 days of reserving your date on our calendar.  

 

Stipends for the Professionals Involved in Your Ceremony 
The following stipends are in addition to the donation mentioned above and are paid directly to each 

individual involved in preparing and celebrating your ceremony: 
 

Priest  $250  

Music Director TBD  (if using musicians in addition to pianist)  

Pianist  $200  

Cantor  $100  

Wedding Day Coordinator  $250  

Altar server (for Mass ceremony)  $25  

 
These stipends are collected at the final meeting with the wedding coordinator two to four weeks 

prior to the ceremony.  Please make the check for the church donation payable to Corpus Christi and 

all stipends payable separately to each individual. Their names will be provided to the couple by the 

wedding coordinator prior to the final meeting. The wedding day coordinator distributes the stipends 

to those involved on the day of the wedding.  

 

 

 

 

 
 



Allotted Time for Rehearsals and Ceremonies 
It is crucial to arrive on time for both rehearsal and ceremony schedules. We often perform more than 

one rehearsal or wedding in a day. We set aside one hour for rehearsals and two and one half hours 

for weddings. If more time is necessary for photographers or other elements in the ceremony, please 

notify the wedding coordinator at the final meeting. For these situations, there is an additional stipend 

for the wedding day coordinator’s time necessary to make the church available for this convenience. 

**The fee for additional time is $50 per half hour.  

 

 

Marriages away from the Home Parish 
 

Couples must be registered members of Corpus Christi to enroll in the marriage preparation 

program. For couples who are seeking to marry at a parish other than Corpus Christi and have 

been registered less than one year, the preparation donation is $100. There is no required 

donation for active, contributing parishioners who have been registered with Corpus Christi for 

one year or longer. 

 

The pre-nuptial file will follow the criteria required by the Diocese of Orlando for preparation 

for the Sacrament of Marriage and will be submitted to our Diocese for review and approval.  

Once that process is complete, the pre-nuptial file will be mailed to and approved by the diocese 

in which the couple will marry.  The pre-nuptial file will then be sent to the parish where it will 

remain.   

It is important to be in close contact with the priest or wedding coordinator at the hosting parish.  

That person will assist with the detailed planning of your ceremony. They will need the 

selections form from Together for Life, as well as the details of your wedding party and 

expectations for the ceremony. 

 

Convalidation Preparation Program 
 

For couples who have been married outside of the Church and wish to have their marriages 

convalidated (blessed), there is a program very similar to the marriage preparation program that 

is required by the Diocese of Orlando. 

 

You must be a registered member of Corpus Christi to enroll in the convalidation preparation 

program. The donation for newly registered parishioners of one year or less is $100. There is no 

required donation for active, contributing parishioners who have been registered with Corpus 

Christi for one year or longer. 

 

The convalidation ceremony can be performed during the daily Mass at 9am or can be a private 

ceremony held immediately following a weekend Mass.  

 

 



Marriage Preparation Checklist 
 

_____Appointment with the wedding coordinator 
At this appointment your questions will be answered about having your wedding at Corpus Christi and all 

necessary information will be provided.  The wedding coordinator will begin the preparation of your 

marriage file. 
 

_____Previous Marriages 
If there has been a previous marriage, whether in any church or a civil union, a decree of nullity must be 

obtained.  Karen Norcross is the annulment advocate for our parish and must be contacted prior to 

marriage preparation to begin the annulment process. There is a review of the previous marriage to insure 

that the termination of the marriage was done in proper form so that the formerly married person is free to 

receive the sacrament in the Catholic Church. If a previous spouse is deceased, a copy of the death 

certificate is necessary.   
 

_____Bride and Groom Information forms     
Otherwise known as Form A, this is a pre-nuptial questionnaire providing necessary information about 

the couple to begin the wedding preparation process. 
 

_____Witness forms          ______Bride          ______Groom 
These forms, known as Form B, are witness affidavits.  They verify the couple’s freedom to marry.  Each 

must be completed by a family member or close friend who has known the individuals for a number of 

years.  These forms must be notarized or signed in the presence of the priest to be valid. Each party must 

have two forms completed. 
 

_____Church donation 
A deposit of $250 for parishioners and $1,000 for non-parishioners and non-active parishioners is 

required within 30 days of your initial request to officially reserve your date on the parish calendar. 
 
 

_____Baptismal Certificates                          ______Bride          ______Groom 
Baptismal certificates can be obtained from the parish of your baptism and must be dated within the last 

six months. This cannot be the Baptism certificate received by your parents at your Baptism. 
 

_____FOCCUS Program 
This inventory of a relationship is provided at the beginning of the preparation period.  You will be 

assigned to a FOCCUS couple within the parish who will administer FOCCUS and discuss your 

assessment with you.  
 

______ Meeting with the pastor 
Following the FOCCUS program, the couple must contact the pastor, Fr. Richard Trout, directly              

to schedule an appointment to discuss FOCCUS and the Sacrament of Marriage at 

rtrout@celebrationcatholic.org or by calling the parish office at 321-939-1491. The FOCCUS file is 

submitted to the wedding coordinator by the parish facilitator couple for the pre-nuptial file.  
 

_____Pre-Cana  
Registration for the Pre-Cana workshop may be completed through the Diocesan Family Life Office 

website http://www.orlandodiocese.org/mp-online-registration/englishor by calling  407-246-4865.  This 

workshop  must be completed at least three months prior to the wedding date.  As Pre-Cana is a diocesan 

requirement, the Pre-Cana certificate of completion must be submitted to the wedding coordinator for the 

pre-nuptial file. 
 

 

Continued... 

mailto:rtrout@celebrationcatholic.org
http://www.orlandodiocese.org/mp-online-registration/englishor


 

 

_____Certificate of Completion 
If marrying in Florida and are residents of the State, upon completion of FOCCUS and Pre-Cana, couples 

receive a Certificate of Completion from Corpus Christi.  This certificate must be taken to the County 

when applying for the license to qualify for the discount. 
 

_____Marriage license    
The marriage license can be obtained at any courthouse in the State of Florida.  The license is valid for 60 

days therefore plan to apply no sooner than 60 days prior to your ceremony. The Completion Certificate 

mentioned above identifies that the couple has completed a marriage program which meets the 

requirements of the State of Florida and therefore qualifies for a Florida resident’s discount of the license 

fee of $32.50.  The license must be brought to the rehearsal. 
 

_____Music 
Couples may contact Brad Fischetti at 321-939-1491 or brad@celebrationcatholic.org  three months prior 

to the wedding date to discuss musicians and arrange music selections.  The music director can assist in 

hiring additional musicians if requested.  If other guest musicians are invited, it is mandatory to contact 

and inform the wedding coordinator as well as the music director. 
 

______ Final Meeting  

This will be the last meeting with wedding coordinator to plan the details of the ceremony.  The wedding 

coordinator will provide a checklist for primary planning.  This checklist and the Together for Life 

selections form from Pre-Cana must be submitted to the wedding coordinator prior to the final meeting. 

For couples who are not local, this preparation will be handled through email correspondence. 
 

______ Rehearsal 
Prior to your rehearsal, your pre-nuptial file will have been completed, submitted to the Diocese of 

Orlando, approved and your wedding coordinator will have your ceremony outlined and prepared.   

 

It is the responsibility of the couple and the bridal party to arrive on time for the rehearsal and 

the wedding. There are often other rehearsals, weddings or events in the church that will 

follow your scheduled event. Late arriving bridal parties can cause the rehearsal to be 

abbreviated or canceled. 

 

Please advise the bridal party in advance that no food, beverages and, most 

importantly, no alcohol, are allowed in the Church at the rehearsal or the 

ceremony. If the groom or bride are found or suspected to be under the influence 

of alcohol or any illegal substances, the wedding will not take place. Couples are 

entering into a contract and, as with any binding and legal contract, it must be 

confirmed that the bride and groom are of clear and sound mind. 
 
 

  

mailto:brad@celebrationcatholic.org


Photography & Videography Guidelines 
 
Please share this page with your wedding photographer and/or videographer. 

 

Professional photographs and videography play important roles in preserving 

memories of a beautiful wedding ceremony.  The guidelines that we have at Corpus 

Christi Catholic Church are meant to insure the sacredness of the ceremony as well 

as aiding the photographer and adhering to the schedule of the service. 

 

Photographs may be taken thirty minutes immediately following the wedding 

ceremony.  Any photos taken prior to the ceremony must not interfere with the 

arrival and seating of the guests or the delay the start of the ceremony.  Please be 

mindful that there may be another wedding following or a weekend Mass and 

therefore it is essential that the wedding ceremony schedule be followed.  
 

Photography and videography must not interfere with the liturgical action of the 

wedding ceremony in any manner.  Photographers will be greeted by the wedding 

day coordinator when they arrive to answer any questions. 

 

Photography tripods and other equipment must be kept in a stationary manner with 

minimal movement during the ceremony. Designated areas for video equipment are 

available. Photographers and photographic equipment are strictly prohibited 

from the sanctuary. 
 

The use of additional lighting is not permitted during the ceremony but may be 

used for formal photos at the altar after the conclusion of the wedding. 

 

Flash photography will be permitted only before and after the ceremony. 

 

Cameras are not permitted beyond the steps of the sanctuary.  Please be 

respectful of the space surrounding the couple and the priest during the 

ceremony. 

 

If using audio (microphones) please adjust the frequency to be different than that 

of the church to avoid interference. 

 

We request that the photographer and videographer please use discretion and be 

respectful at all times throughout the service and adhere to the directions of the 

parish’s wedding day coordinator.  

 

These rules apply to professional photographers and all guests taking photos. 
 



 
 

 

Marriage Preparation Agreement with Corpus Christi 
 

 

We have read all of the information contained in the Corpus Christi Wedding Guide and agree to 

abide by the guidelines and rules set within.  We have an electronic copy of this Guide. 

 

The deposit for our wedding will be made within 30 days of signing this document.  The deposit 

is half of the total for the church.  The balance is due two weeks prior to the ceremony.  Stipends 

for the individuals are separate from this amount and are payable to the individuals.  These 

stipends will be also be collected two weeks prior to the ceremony and distributed the day of the 

wedding by the Wedding Day Coordinator. 

 

If the date or times of our rehearsal and ceremony need to be changed, we will notify the Corpus 

Christi Wedding Coordinator to assure the time is available before printing invitations. 

 

We agree that any elements of our wedding that do not adhere to these guidelines must be made 

known to the Corpus Christi Wedding Coordinator at least 60 days prior to the ceremony and 

approved by the Coordinator.  If outside vendors are included in such modifications, it is 

important to speak with the parish’s Wedding Coordinator, Karen Norcross, for approval prior to 

signing any contracts with vendors. 

 

The music for our ceremony will be provided by the Corpus Christi pianist and cantor.  If 

additional musicians are desired, we will notify the Wedding Coordinator at least 60 days in 

advance before contracting those musicians.  We understand that when outside musicians are 

included, additional time may be needed for sound and setting to be organized and supervised by 

the music director.  We agree to pay a stipend to the music director for this time. 

 

 

 

__________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Groom’s signature     Bride’s signature 

 

__________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Groom’s printed name    Bride’s printed name 

 

__________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Date       Date 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Karen M. Norcross, Wedding Coordinator 

 


